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W E L C O M E

What’s in this sample
Real pages from the full packs

Thanks for downloading. This sample has pages from the KS2 Topic Pack, the Timeline & Poster Set and the Family Activity

Pack. Every fact is checked against a named source, listed on the last page.

PACK FOR

Motte & Bailey Castles KS2 Topic Pack Ages 7 to 11, schools and families

Motte & Bailey Castles KS3 Source Study Ages 11 to 14

Motte & Bailey Castles Family Activity Pack Families, ages 5 and up

Motte & Bailey Castles Spotter’s Field Guide Adult history fans and castle visitors

Motte & Bailey Castle Visit Journal Castle visitors of all ages

Motte & Bailey Castles Timeline & Poster Set Classrooms and home

The full packs are at motte-and-bailey.forts.im/shop/.

A B O U T  T H E  F A C T S

Almost everything about these castles is more than 900 years old, so dates are often “about” or “around”. Where

trusted sources give different answers, we show each one with its source rather than picking one.
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F R O M  T H E  K S 2  T O P I C  P A C K

Label the castle
From the KS2 Topic Pack. Answers: 1. tower · 2. motte · 3. ditch · 4. bridge · 5. palisade · 6. bailey · 7.
gate
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A motte-and-bailey castle from the side. Our own simplified drawing, not to scale, not a copy of any real castle, site plan or the Bayeux Tapestry.

Word bank: bailey · bridge · ditch · gate · motte · palisade · tower
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F R O M  T H E  P O S T E R  S E T

The motte-and-bailey timeline
From 10th-century France to 1925

10TH CENTURY

Strongholds in France are built with a high mound circled by a ditch (Britannica)

1066

William builds a castle at Hastings before the battle (English Heritage)

14 OCTOBER 1066

The Battle of Hastings (Bayeux Museum)

1068

William marches north and builds a castle at York (English Heritage)

ABOUT 1070

Robert of Mortain builds a timber castle at Berkhamsted (English Heritage)

ABOUT 1078

William the Conqueror begins the White Tower in London (Britannica)

1086

Launceston is listed in Domesday Book (English Heritage)

1111

Domen Castell, Welshpool: a native Welsh castle recorded (Cadw)

1121

Norham motte-and-bailey castle is founded by Bishop Flambard (English Heritage)

1135

The Anarchy: civil war between Stephen and Matilda begins (English Heritage)

1147

Wiston Castle first appears in documents (Cadw)

ABOUT 1150

Freskin builds Duffus Castle (Historic Environment Scotland)

1216

Prince Louis of France besieges Berkhamsted (English Heritage)

1925

Duffus is taken into state care (Historic Environment Scotland)
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F R O M  T H E  F A M I LY  A C T I V I T Y  P A C K

A motte-and-bailey castle
The tower on the mound, the bailey beside it

The tower was mainly a watchtower, a firing post and a last refuge in an attack. In quieter times, nobles lived in a timber hall

nearby.
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Credits, licence & help
The small print, kept short

Y O U R  L I C E N C E

Thank you for buying from REALLYBYTE. This file is for your own personal use: print as many copies as you need for yourself and your
household. Please don’t resell it, re-upload it or share it publicly. For club, school or commercial use, please email info@reallybyte.com.

All drawings, charts, puzzles and layouts are REALLYBYTE’s own original work. Drawings are our own simplified impressions: not photographs or copies
of real objects, buildings or maps, not to scale, and not copied from any plan, print, photo or book.

W H E R E  T H E  F A C T S  C O M E  F R O M

Every fact in this pack was checked against the source pages below on 30 Oct 2026. Where sources give different figures, we show each one with its
source rather than picking one.

English Heritage blog: How to spot a castle hiding in plain sight: www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/inspire-me/blog/blog-posts/how-to-spot-a-castle-hiding-in-plain-
sight/
Britannica Kids (Students): Castle: kids.britannica.com/students/article/castle/273553
Encyclopaedia Britannica: Castle: www.britannica.com/technology/castle-architecture
English Heritage: Castles Through Time: www.english-heritage.org.uk/castles/castles-
through-time/
Bayeux Museum: Discover the Bayeux Tapestry: www.bayeuxmuseum.com/en/the-
bayeux-tapestry/discover-the-bayeux-tapestry/
English Heritage: History of Clifford’s Tower: www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/cliffords-tower-york/history-and-stories/history/

English Heritage: History of Berkhamsted Castle: www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/berkhamsted-castle/history/
English Heritage: History of Launceston Castle: www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/launceston-castle/history/
Cadw: Scheduled monument report, Domen Castell, Welshpool: cadwpublic-
api.azurewebsites.net/reports/sam/FullReport?id=2616&lang=en
English Heritage: Norman Castles: www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/inspire-
me/norman-castles/
Cadw: Wiston Castle: cadw.gov.wales/visit/places-to-visit/wiston-castle
Historic Environment Scotland: Duffus Castle Statement of Significance: app-hes-pubs-
prod-neu-01.azurewebsites.net/api/file/b1c18fbe-1f81-481b-b272-aac300dc6f2f

Not affiliated with English Heritage, Cadw, Historic Environment Scotland, Historic England, The National Archives, the Bayeux Museum, Britannica or any museum. Their names,
and the names of the castles they look after, are used only to identify the places and sources discussed. All pictures are our own simplified drawings: not reconstructions, not
scale plans, and not copied from any site plan or from the Bayeux Tapestry.

N E E D  H E L P ?

Useless can’t help (he’s an eraser, and he’s busy rubbing out the bits he got wrong), but we can.

Problems with your file, or spotted something we should fix? Email info@reallybyte.com.

More free motte-and-bailey castle facts and games: motte-and-bailey.forts.im


